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PREFACE 

The 2008 edition City of Seattle Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction 
(henceforth referred to as the “2008 Standard Specifications”) have been prepared by Seattle Public Utilities in 
cooperation with Seattle Department of Transportation, Seattle Parks and Recreation, Department of Executive 
Administration, Fleets and Facilities, Seattle City Light, and Seattle Center.  This document was compiled by 
combining the 2006 WSDOT/APWA Standard Specifications with Seattle’s 2005 edition Standard Specifications 
and supplemental General Special Provisions, and then revising or supplementing the resulting whole to reflect 
updated technologies, and current City policies and procedures.  These Specifications have been coordinated 
with the 2008 edition City of Seattle Standard Plans for Municipal Construction. 

The 2008 Standard Specifications apply whenever any public or private construction is performed within 
the Rights-of-Way of the City of Seattle including work performed by private parties at their own expense under 
authority granted by ordinance of the City Council or by permit of the Seattle Department of Transportation’s  
Street Use section.  All matters relating to financing of such work shall be between the permittee and the 
Contractor, and the City shall not enter into such matters. 

SHADING:  For the convenience of some of our users, we have shaded the text like this to indicate 2006 
WSDOT / APWA 1-99 Standard Specification language. 

VERTICAL BAR:  For the convenience of some of our users, we have indicated current text that has been 
revised from the 2005 edition Standard Specifications with an adjacent vertical bar along the outside page 
margin. (as herein shown). 
Despite considerable efforts to produce 1) a completely error-free document, 2) a document consistent 

with the 2008 Standard Plans, and 3) a web version of this document, some mistakes and inconsistencies among 
the versions seem to defy detection until after publication.  Should you discover errors in this document or 
inconsistencies between or among the versions, please bring them to our attention by contacting the City’s 
Construction Standards Engineer at the following web address:  

http://www.seattle.gov/util/Engineering/Standard_Plans_&_Specs 
Should conflict be discovered between this hard copy version of the 2008 Standard Specifications and 

any other version of the 2008 Standard Specifications, the hard copy shall take precedence over all other 
versions of the 2008 Standard Specifications.  Should conflict be discovered between this hard copy of the 2008 
Standard Specifications and any version of the 2008 Standard Plans, the hard copy of the 2008 Standard 
Specifications shall take precedence. 

My sincere thanks and appreciation to all those individuals in the many City Departments and outside 
agencies who participated in the effort of providing input, discussing, and reviewing this document, and to the 
many City Departments for agreeing on standardizing similar constructions.  In particular, thanks to Jonathan 
Marsh who shouldered most of the work in questioning, authoring, communicating, coordinating, obtaining 
cooperation, editing, and resolving conflict in the Standard Specifications, and with the Standard Plans.  
Additional thanks to Dean Noble and Dean Huber of the Seattle Public Utilities’ Technical Resources section and 
to the Seattle Public Utilities’ Information Technology section for assistance in preparing the hard copy and the 
web versions of the 2008 Standard Specifications.  

 I would also like to thank the City’s new Construction Standards Engineer, Randy Earlywine for quickly 
coming up to speed and ensuring a timely publication of this document in the wake of Jonathan Marsh’s 
retirement. 

The hardcopy version of this document is available at the Seattle Public Utilities Engineering Records 
Center located in the Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4700, Seattle, Washington 98104, 206-
684-5132.  The web version of the 2008 Standard Specifications and 2008 Standard Plans can be viewed and 
downloaded in pdf format at the web address listed above.  

This Preface is for informational purposes only and is not to be used to interpret or affect the terms of the 
Contract between The City of Seattle as the Contracting Agency and the Contractor. 

Brian Patton, P.E. 
Director 
Engineering Services and Engineering Support Divisions 
Seattle Public Utilities 
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